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On the Humanistic Ideas and Its limitation in Hamlet

Dong Run—lin

(Xianyang Vocational Technical College, Xianyang, Shaanxi 712000)

Abstract: The paper conducts a brief introduction of ideological essence of humanism in Renaissance and its

characteristics, by taking the tragedy Hamlet as the example. The author speaks highly of Hamlet’ s resistance

against the conception of afterlife and asceticism held by mediaeval churches, and of his thought that human, as the

creator and experiencer of modern life, should be kind, moral and play its positive role. Meanwhile, the paper

indicates the reason why Hamlet was unable to find the proper approach to change the reality, although he himself

had a clear awareness of the urgent need for social reality change, is the constraint within bondage of feudal thinking.

And finally figures out Humanism’ s weakness and instability, owing to its identity of being a part of bourgeois

ideological system.
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